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France After the War
By H O W A R D P. G A R N E R

Manager, Paris Office
AT

the signing of the Armistice on
November 11, 1918, France forgot
for a day the four years of war through
which she had passed. It is doubtful if
many realized to the full the disheartening
task ahead of turning the energy, which
for four years had been concentrated on
one purpose, back into the channels of
industry and commerce. However, France
is a country of surprises. She surprised
the world by her prompt payment to Germany of the indemnities for the war of
1870; again she surprised the world on
the Marne and at Verdun; and perhaps we
are due for another surprise in the progress
she will make in her recovery from the
effects of this war.
During the war industries and transportation facilities were under the control of
the government and were used for war
purposes to the exclusion of commerce and
the individual. The army had its officers
in control of the railway stations.
The
civilian could travel only i f facilities were
not needed for the transport of troops or
munitions. I recall that as late as Christmas Day of 1919 we received a highly indignant protest because we ran a special
train of soldier football rooters to witness
their team play. The service rendered by
the French railroads during the war was
remarkable, when it is considered that they
had practically no repairs during the war,
and that their able-bodied men had gone
to the front. When the Americans arrived
in France, women were trucking the freight
in stations and were even switching cars in
the yards. One remarkable switching crew
that I noticed during those times was composed of an American soldier, a Frenchman, a Frenchwoman, and an Austrian
prisoner.
L i v i n g conditions for the civilian popu-

lation of France behind the lines were very
trying. Food, bread and sugar particularly, were difficult to get. Fuel was rare and
costly. Cities were in darkness at nine
o'clock in the evening. Amusements were
few. H a r d l y a family but had lost a father,
brother, or son, and during the German
drives in 1918, when no mail was received
from the front for days or weeks, they
looked forward with dread to any news,
fearing it would be bad. The strain had
almost reached the breaking point It was
at this time the American support began to
make itself felt, both at the front and in
the morale of those behind.
T o the American soldier who knew
France during those times and who now
returns there the changes that have taken
place are truly remarkable. H e cannot at first realize that it is the same
France. When he becomes somewhat adjusted to present conditions, he wonders if
the past could have been real. F o r France
has shown an energetic spirit in doing
away with outward indications that war
ever existed, and has set to work resolutely
to mould her industrial and commercial
future.
If our returned soldier visits one of the
busy base ports at which he landed in 1917,
and where he embarked for home in 1919,
he will find activity, but it will be a changed
activity. The business of war has given
way to the business of peace. The camouflaged transports that lay in the harbor are
replaced by sober commercial boats. Soldier stevedores on the docks are gone. In
their places are civilians. The hundreds
of army trucks that made the place seem
like a beehive are still there, that is, those
that are needed. The others have been
distributed to aid in the rebuilding of the
devastated districts. When he goes out to
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the camp, where, when he left, some thirty
or forty thousand men were waiting to go
home, he will probably find a lone French
soldier on guard.
One now sees fewer men in uniform in
Paris than in Washington. The French
have demobilized their men, turning them
back to the industries of peace as rapidly
as consistent with the fact that they have to
bear the burden of 'watching Germany.
Events of the past few weeks have demonstrated their wisdom and foresight in that
direction. France has suffered at the hands
of the Germans more than any other country except Belgium, and her intention to
force Germany to make restitution, as provided for in the Treaty, is plainly evidenced by her recent attitude.
The vigorous way in which France has
undertaken the reconstruction of the
regions devastated by war and the progress
made in the past year are worthy of our
admiration. Ninety-five per cent. of the
villages destroyed by war have resumed
their municipal life. Railroad lines in the
invaded areas have been restored to the
extent of about ninety per cent. Out of
two thousand factories destroyed, over
fifty per cent. are now on a productive
basis. The refugees who fled from these
regions are returning and rebuilding. F o r
the present, the Government is giving such
aid as possible in anticipation of the restitution to be made by Germany.
Paris is now the center of Continental
trade. From Paris one may now take a
direct train, as in pre-war times, to Brussels ; to Warsaw via Vienna; to Bucharest
and Belgrade via Trieste; to Rome and to
M a d r i d . In Paris, due to these conditions,
and to the confidence which Europeans
have in the French Government, are now
located the head offices of many European
businesses.
The present French administration appears to have the confidence and support
of the people. This was emphatically
illustrated in the recent railway strike in
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France. The effects of the French strike
on the crippling of industry were, due to
prompt and decided action on the part of
the Government, very slight indeed as compared to the English strike of last fall, or
the Italian strike in January of this year.
The strength of the administration has
been tested not only by this railway strike,
but also by recent events in Germany.
M . Deschanel, the President, and M .
Millerand, the Premier, were chosen as
being men with the strength to tide France
over the present period of adversity and
the foresight to plan for her future prosperity. Time will show as to the wisdom
of the choice, but events up to the present
have indicated that the French are as fortunate in having such leaders now as they
were in having M . P o i n c a r é and M .
Clemenceau in time of war:
France has suffered greatly, but adversity is bringing out to the full extent her
resourcefulness. Throughout the war the
thinking Frenchman did not forget that the
winning of the war was but the first step
in the struggle, as was evidenced by the
industrial fairs at Lyons in the darkest
days. N o w , more than ever before, it is
planned to develop and utilize every resource of France, of the recovered Alsace
and Lorraine, and of their colonies. The
French realize fully the imperative necessity of increased production. W i t h their
native thrift they have restricted imports
to necessities. In this they have been aided
by the abnormal rates of exchange. Lately,
some favorable results are commencing to
show, as reports by French economists indicate that in January and February of this
year in some cases under review the import
of foodstuffs showed a decrease, and the
export of manufactured articles showed a
marked increase as compared with the
same period last year.
Some observers are inclined to a pessimistic outlook for the future of France,
due to what was perhaps a temporary lassitude and spirit of unrest as a reaction from
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four years of war. It may be remarked in
passing that this condition is not confined
to France. The average Frenchman of
today is optimistic as to the future of his
country. H i s attitude is in marked contrast with that of the citizens of neighboring European countries. In France you do
not hear expressed the desire to emigrate,
as you do in the other countries.
Judging the French by the history of
their past recoveries and taking into consideration their thrift and resources and
plans for development, coupled with their
pride and love for their country, it is not
too optimistic to believe that they will pass
successfully through the period of transition and emerge from their adversity a
new and powerful country.
We are vitally interested, for many rea-
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sons, in the recovery of France and the continuance of our friendship. It is perhaps
true that the constant daily contact during
two years of sore distress of two millions
of our people, with a different language
and consequent mutual lack of understanding, has caused some slight personal friction, which is heightened by our attitude
toward the Treaty and the abnormal exchange rate. But at heart the French are
our friends, and the time was never more
opportune for cementing that friendship.
It is well to consider that the strength of
our future relations with France will perhaps be determined in a great measure by
the confidence we show in her now, such
confidence being supported by an intelligent and sympathetic aid.

